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School Mission Statement
Our school is Catholic school which aspires to the development of all its 

members, according to Christian principles. Every effort is made to ensure that 
each student develops according to his/her talents and potential: physically, spir-
itually, emotionally and intellectually. We aim to develop fully integrated people 
who are aware of their own dignity as persons; who have Christian values, who 
are reliable, trustworthy, honest, truthful, caring, and prayerful, devoted to duty, 
lovers of God and of neighbour; people who are prepared to reach out to those 
less fortunate than themselves.

A Chairde,
It is a pleasure to introduce the school Nuacht for 2014. In 

it we try to encapsulate a flavour of the many events and 

activities that are part and parcel of life at Presentation 

Secondary School, Miltown. 

Our Nuacht will act as a means of recording many of the 

spectacular events that sometimes may otherwise not be 

remembered, but yet are an integral part of the life in our 

school. 

As a Presentation school we are proud of our ethos and 

work hard to ensure that it is reflected and lived throughout 

the life of our students.

I would like to thank the Trustees, Board of Management, 

parents, teachers, students, and all the staff of the school 

for their huge effort, commitment and support for the new 

school building project which has just commenced.

Finally, I would like to wish all, our students who are facing 

examinations every success, especially our Junior and 

Leaving Cert students. I have every confidence that they will 

achieve very highly.

Cormac Bonner, Principal

PLAN OF NEW SCHOOL

Minister for Education and Skills Ruairi Quinn T.D. is pictured above participating in a ‘selfie’ photo 
with students from  Presentation Secondary School. Picture: Eamonn Keogh (MacMonagle, Killarney)

Included are Cormac Bonner, Principal,  Presentation Secondary School, Milltown, Kerry Harkin, 
Deputy Principal, Deputy Arthur Spring TD, Deputy Brendan Griffin TD, Senators Marie Moloney and 
Paul Coghlan and Cllr Johnny Healy Rae.,Sr Marie Wall, Sr Eucharia, Sr Columbanus, Brother John , 
Anne Kelleher, Miriam Ryan and Mary Costello,  Conor Bradley, Dave Flynn, Engineer (JJ Rhatigan & 
Co.), Sarah Osterloh and Ronan O’Shea. Picture: Eamonn Keogh (MacMonagle, Killarney)

MINISTER’S VISIT
The sun shone in Miltown on Friday May 9th when the Minister for 

Education and Skills, Mr Ruairí Quinn, visited the school to perform the formal 
sod turning ceremony to mark the beginning of the new school project. 

The new school will cater for 600 pupils and will contain state of the art 
facilities including 42 classrooms, a canteen, 3 new science rooms and a full 
size PE hall with changing area. These facilities are so necessary for a modern 
day school and will enhance the teaching and learning environment and 
create further extra- curricular activities with our new PE facilities.

Mr Quinn was welcomed to the school by members of the Student 
Council. The Minister was joined by Mr. Cormac Bonner and members of the 
Presentation Sisters, Presentation Brothers, CEIST, Board of Management, 
Parents’ Association, local clergy, politicians, NDFA representatives and JJ 
Rhatigan representatives at the site. After the ceremony, light refreshments 
were served and the Minister held a questions and answers session with 
students.



University of Limerick Arena Thursday 8th of May

1st year Boys All Ireland Basketball Finals

On the 8th of May Miltown Presentation 1st year 
boys travelled to UL arena to play in the all Ireland 
semi-final with the possibility of the final in the 
same day. Following a slow start in the semi against 
tough opposition in Presentation de La Salle College, 
Bagenalstown,  the Miltown boys eventually found 
their rhythm late in 2nd quarter. They played great 
basketball as a team and pulled away in the final two 
quarters to run out 30-17 winners.

In the final Pres. Miltown were to meet Colaiste 
Na Sceilge of Cahersiveen who they had previously 
met and beaten twice this year. This final proved to 
be a different story however with Colaiste Na Sceilge 
well drilled by their coach former Tralee Tigers legend 
John Teahen.  For the first 3 quarters Miltown never 
pushed the pace and Cahersiveen’s strong post 
player Lucas Paulauskas proved to be very difficult to 
handle, knocking down most chances that came his 
way. Miltown only came within two points of Colaiste 
Na Sceilge in the first 3quarters and were down by 
as much as 10 at one stage. The 4th quarter was 
definitely the most exciting of the match. Miltown 
finally began to push the pace and run the ball with 
Shane Callaghan and Barry Keane trying to break 
quickly at every opportunity. The Cahersiveen boys 
appeared to tire in the fourth quarter, and   John O 

Rourke, Gabrielus Savickis, 
Shane Burke and Gearoid 
Murphy started to show 
their strength under the 
boards. Sean Coffey also 
really began to come into 
the game running the base 
line and using some very 
intelligent passing of the 
ball.

It was now a two-point 
game for most of the 
quarter with Colaiste Na 
Sceilge still fighting hard 
and keeping their slim lead. 

However with one and a half minutes left and after 
a time-out Miltown began to put on a big press and 
Gabrielus Savickis knocked down a jump shot to 
level the game. On the restart Miltown forced a five 
second violation after some very tight marking and 
turned over the possession. They moved the ball 
allowing the clock to trickle down and once again 
the ball came to Gabrielus and he calmly knocked 
down the jump shot from the top of the key, to give 
Miltown the lead for the first time in the game. With 
less then 30 seconds left Colaiste Na Sceilge drove 
up the court to try and level the game. Once again 
the ball was in Lucas Paulauskas’s hands however it 
was not to be with John O Rourke blocking his shot 
over by the sideline and the buzzer sounded to give 
Presentation Boys the All Ireland Victory.

 Final score 26-24
It was a great win for all involved and their coaches 

Dale Counihan and Cormac Tierney were delighted 
and very proud of this great achievement.

Winning Squad: John O Rourke, Gabrielus Savickis, 
Sean Coffey, Barry Keane, Shane O Callaghan, Shane 
Burke, Gearoid Murphy, Sean Tadgh Sheahan, Eoin 
Talbot, Mark O Brien, Kevin McPhee, Dylan Forth, 
Mike Clifford, Daniel Kelly

Mentor: Cliona Coffey.

Double medal Athletics winner Shona O’Brien - County minor 
1000metre cross-country champion in January and County minor 
800m track champion in May.  Shona won the South Munster final 
and will compete in the Munster final on May 17th

Nano Nagle Retreat Centre
On Tuesday the 15th October our transition 

year group went to the Nano Nagle retreat centre 
in Cork. We set off at 8:45am and arrived at 9:30. 
We arrived into reception to meet and greet our 
co-ordinators for our day long retreat, Lisa, Diane 
and Nora. They are all presentation sisters in 
different countries around the world. They spoke 
to us about who Nano Nagle was and the events 
scheduled for the day. We were separated into 
three different groups. The first group went with 
Lisa and they based their activity on the poor and 
hungry. The second group, Diane’s group, based 
their activity on the environment and the harm we 
are doing to it and how could we change it. The 
third group, which was Nora’s, went out to the 
farm and they showed us all their organic products 
and what type of foods can be made from them. 
It was time for our morning break which was 11:15 
till 11:30. After we changed our activities group 1 
went to Diane, group 2 went to Nora and group 
3 went to Lisa. After those activities were over 
we had lunch at 12:30 till 1:00. We than changed 
groups group 1 went to Nora, group 2 went to 
Lisa and group 3 went to Diane. At the end we all 
gathered in a room and thanked the co-ordinators 
for having us at their retreat. Overall,it was a lovely 
day out for us as a group and we would like to 
thank Mrs. Kirby for organising the day.

By Diana O’ Keeffe

Centrepiece of Nano Nagle Mosaic, 
St. Joseph’s Church, Upland, California.

First Year Girls Basketball 2013/14
After an impressive start to the basketball 

season, coming out runners up in the South West 
Regional Girls Division B League, the first year 
girls travelled to Kiltimagh Co. Mayo in the hope of 
reaching the All-Ireland Semi Final. With a 4.30am 
start, and a five hour bus journey to Mayo, the girls 
then had to play three highly competitive basket-
ball games. The team won two challenging games 
against Ballyshannon of Donegal and Crosshaven 
of Cork. With both Presentation Milltown and 

home side St. Louis winning two of their three 
games, the winning team was decided by point 
difference. Unfortunately for Milltown, this meant 
the home team came out on top and won their 
place in the All-Ireland semi-final.  The girls should 
be proud of how far they went this year, a fantastic 
achievement and a testament to their hard work 
and dedication. Their coaches Ms. Dillane and Mr. 
Tierney say a big “WELL DONE”!

Mentors: Emma Sheahan, Cliona Coffey
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Boys’ Football report 2013-2014
1st years

The 1st years under the stewardship of Mr. 
Turlough Bonner began their year with a blitz in 
Tralee in October. We entered 2 teams and one of the 
teams made it to the semi-final stage before bowing 
out. An interclass league was played during the 
glorious Autumn weather at lunchtime and attracted 
much attention from other year groups such was the 
standard of football fare on view.

In the Spring the lads entered the Colleges league 
and we had victories over Listowel and Gaelscoil 
and were defeated by St.Pat’s Castleisland but still 
reached the semi-final which is being played on May 
12th. Best of luck lads.

This is a group of players from which much is 
expected over the next few years.

Under 15
This group of players was managed by 

Mr.O’Sullivan and Mr. Tierney. They were the first 
group to take to the playing fields when they lined 
out against Killenaule of Tipperary in the first round 
of Munster competition. A fine win resulted for the 
Milltown boys which gave us great hopes of doing 
well at this grade. However, eventual finalists Rice 
College from Ennis knocked us out in the 2nd round 
by a margin of 1 point in a thriller. In Kerry competi-
tion, (the Russell shield), we faced Rathmore and 
Kenmare. A mighty comeback against Rathmore 
came up just short as we succumbed by 4 points. 
We could be described as unlucky to go out of the 
competition against Kenmare as we had loads of 
possession but met an inspired goalie who just 
couldn’t be defied on the day. This group will have 
glory days in the future, no doubt.

Under 16.5
Began Kerry competition against Castleisland 

Community College and ran out easy winners in 
a rather one-sided affair. A similar result against 
Causeway qualified us to meet Rathmore in the 
semi-final. This was a game the Milltown boys would 
rather forget as the Sliabh Luachra boys took an 11 
point lead to the interval following a power-packed 
display of attacking football. A spirited comeback in 
the second half yielded a few goals for Milltown but 
merely served to put a more respectable gloss on the 
scoreboard.

Spring competition signalled the defence of 
the Corn na Carraige crown we had won in 2013. 
Challenge games were played against Fossa and 
Keel/Listry during weekends and we trained dili-
gently in preparation for the first round v Rathkeale. 
We overcome the Limerick boys in Duagh by 8 
points. This set up the ultimate rematch…Milltown 
V Thurles C.B.S.: the 2013 final revisited. A cracking 
match ensued with the sides level at halftime and no 
quarter asked or given. Milltown took the upper hand 
in the 2nd half courtesy of Padraig O’Brien and Conall 
Murphy goals and won by 6.

Next up was Kilrush and we struggled to beat 
the Clare boys, again in Duagh. Down by 5 after 15 
minutes we finally strung some moves together and 
came out the right end of a 5 point result. The semi-
final against Lisdoonvarna on Monday 7th April was 
a damp squip of an affair as we took control early on 
and put the Clare side away early in the second half 
with a flurry of goals. The ease of this victory would 

haunt us in the final as 4 days later, untested, we 
faced a much stronger Tarbert team.

This was a game which we had hoped to begin 
strongly in and we were lucky to hit 2 early goals. 
However, our failure to take our points throughout 
told against us as Tarbert quickly ate into our lead 
and went ahead at the break by 1 point. We faced the 
elements in the second half and battled bravely. We 
were dealt a blow when Tadgh McCarthy sustained 
a collarbone injury which took him out of the game. 
Despite our valiant efforts we went down to a fine 
Tarbert side by 4 points, 1-13 to 2-6. We had an epic 
journey and just came up short. This team was 
managed by Mr. McKenna ably assisted by Mr. Ray 
O’Sullivan and Mr. Padraig Murphy.

Senior
A successful year in the trenches again for this 

group of achievers! Following on the Corn na 
Carraige victory of last year there were high hopes 
of a Moynihan cup success in Kerry competition. 
The signs were good early on with a facile victory 
v Killarney Comm unity College and a great display 
in a cracking challenge game against St. Brendan’s. 
We qualified for the quarter-finals with a draw 
V Ballybunion. This contest was V St. Michael’s 
Listowel and was one of our toughest matches of 
the past few years. Travelling with a depleted panel 
due to club commitments and injuries, we produced 
a marvellous display to beat the fancied Listowel boy 
by 5. Joseph Clifford led the charge on a day when the 
Milltown boys simply wouldn’t be beaten. Our semi-
final V Rathmore in Farranfore proved to be a similar 

affair as we struggled to contain the East Kerry boys 
early on. We gradually worked our way into the game 
and eventually prevailed by 3 after a titanic struggle. 
Ballybunion put us out of Munster competition on a 
shocking day in Connolly Park. On a stormy day best 
forgotten, we could have been accused of keeping 
nothing dry except our powder as our thoughts 
turned to the Moynihan cup final the following week.

We prepared diligently for this match and were 
confident we could bring the Moynihan cup back to 
Milltown after a 5 year absence. Facing a physically 
strong Gaelscoil Tralee team, a plethora of points in 
the fist half from Milltown gave us a 6 point cushion 
after 15 minutes. Tralee goaled at this juncture but 
a number of points before half-time restored our 6 
point cushion. The inevitable Tralee fightback came 
but was quickly repelled as we struck for 3 second 
half goals. The third from Eoin O’Mahony with 10 
minutes remaining killed the game as a contest and 
we ran out facile 15 point winners. It is always nice to 
win a final but it is doubly satisfying to do it playing 
attractive football which was what this team did with 
bells on!

Captains Christopher Doncel and Cathal O’Connor 
collected the cup on behalf of the jubilant Milltown 
Presentation team.

A special thank you to former student Mr. Padraig 
Murphy who assisted Mr. McKenna with this team. 
His input helped in a big way to return the Moynihan 
cup to Milltown, a task he helped to complete twice 
in 2006-2008 while a student of the school! Well 
done Padraig.

Corn na Carraige Munster Finalists

Moynihan Cup Team with captains Christopher Doncel & Cathal O Connor
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First Years Visit Cappanalea

On Tuesday 8th of October 1H and 1R went to Cappanalea. Mrs O Connell and Mr T. Bonner went with 
us. The buses left the school at 9:10am. Mrs O Connell went on the bus with the 1H and Mr T. Bonner 
went on the bus with 1R. We wore tracksuits, hoodies and runners. We travelled from the school to 
Cappanalea. It took about  half an hour to get there. We talked and laughed on the way there. The time 
went fast and before we knew it, we had arrived in Cappanalea. We all got out of the buses and went 
inside. While we were inside we were introduced to our four instructors. We were looking around while 
we waited and I knew it was going to be a good day. 

The location was good and there were lots of lakes and hills. We did two different activities first we 
did kayaking and the other group did orienteering. After lunch we did orienteering and they did kayaking. 
When we went into the kayaks, we were wearing wet suits, life jackets and helmets. We played games 
like water polo. The water was freezing but at the end we all went swimming. Then we changed and 
went orienteering. We had to find different numbers and letters and stamp our cards there. We did lots 
of different challenges. We then returned to school, everyone was happy on the way home. We all had 
a great day. We recommended it to other schools. It’s fun for any year and it’s not just for first years. 

By Amanda O’ Shea 1H

Milltown 
Credit Union

This year, the students of TY participated in 
work experience in Milltown Credit Union. The 
Students visited the establishment in pairs every 
Tuesday for 6 weeks. During this time the students 
acquired numerous skills associated with banking 
which they hope will assist them as they attempt 
to set up and run a School Credit Union. The 
objective is to encourage fellow students to save 
frequently and inform them on its benefits.

By Robin O’Leary

ENJOYING THE OPEN DAY

1st Year Health 
Related Fitness 

Programme
During the Spring Term, all First Year Students 

took part in a Health Related Fitness Unit of 
Work as part of their Junior Cycle PE Curriculum.  
Over the six week block, students took part in 
a selection of fitness tests, which focused on 
muscular endurance, core strength, flexibility 
and cardiovascular fitness.  As part of the fitness 
programme, all students completed the Multi 
stage Fitness Test also known as the Bleep 
Test.  The test is a progressive shuttle run test 
for the prediction of maximum oxygen uptake.  
After the test, students engaged in a six week 
Personal Fitness Programme – whereby they 
had to undertake 20 minutes of physical activity 
every day.  Some students choose to include brisk 
walking, cycling, jogging, skipping and swim-
ming.  On completion of their personal fitness 
programme, students re-took the Bleep Test 
again and the results were astonishing. Over 80% 
of students had improved their previous score, 
with some students going up by 2 levels.  These 
results provided clear evidence that the uptake of 
physical activity for 20 minutes a day had a contri-
bution towards students improving their fitness 
levels.  Students also received advice on healthy 
eating and nutrition and they felt this was also a 
contributing factor to their wonderful results.  The 
students have been encouraged to continue this 
approach lifelong.  Well done to all First Years on 
their determination and willingness to participate 
in this challenging PE Programme.

Ms Quinn
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS

• Visit to Skellig 

Chocolate Factory

• School Awards

• TY Awards.

OUR SCHOOL TOUR 
TO BARCELONA

On the 27th April at 2am, 63 excited 2nd year 
students left Miltown heading for Cork airport. 
Mr.Bonner, Ms.Curran, Ms Leahy, Ms O Brien and 
Ms. Fallon went with us.

We flew from Cork to Barcelona. The flight 
lasted two hours. When we arrived, we went on a 
bus tour of Barcelona visiting all the tourist sights.

We stayed in the CYE Holiday Centre in Salou. 
It had an outdoor pool which was very popular 
and a games area. The food wasn’t great! But we 
visited McDonalds! We stayed in apartments, 3 or 
4 together and it was good fun. The weather was 
fantastic. It was very warm. 

On the second day we went to Neu Camp. 
It is a massive stadium and the shop was very 

expensive. The place was busy with tourists. 
After that, we went on cable cars over the bay. 
The view was fantastic. Some people were afraid 
of heights!! We will mention no names!

That evening, we went bowling. It was good 
fun.

On our last day we visited Portaventura. It is a 
theme park with waterslides and rollercoasters. 
We spent the day here and everyone really 
enjoyed it.

It was great to visit Barcelona. It is a clean city 
but you need to be aware of pickpockets.

Thanks to our parents and teachers for giving 
us this opportunity.

Kaya Flynn & John Talbot.

READaTHON

The MS READaTHON is Ireland’s largest and 
longest-running sponsored read for young 
people. The MS READaTHON is at the heart of MS 
Ireland, it is their flagship campaign and is central 
to providing so many different services that help 
people with MS. MS Ireland have been running 
this campaign for almost thirty years with educa-
tors and parents alike rallying children and young 
adults to read and raise money for people with MS 
in communities all across Ireland. 

All first year English students participated in the 
MS Readathon and raised an amazing €1230.91 
for MS Ireland. Schools can keep 10% of the 
funds raised to purchase some brand new books.  
Students also receive a certificate of appreciation 
and a thank you gift in March. 

From 11th October to the 11th November a 
fantastic reading crusade has been in operation 
in the school. Students have been reading fero-
ciously at every opportunity. This also supports 
the Drop Everything and Read programme in 
the school with students recommending and 
swopping books with one another. Each student 
wrote a book review of their favourite book when 
the READaTHON ended. These reviews have 
been displayed so that students will learn from 
each other that there are many more books to 
be enjoyed in the months ahead.  Well done to all 
first year English students and teachers, who have 
continued to support this worthy programme for 
another year. Happy reading. “Reading brings us 
unknown friends” - Honoré De Balzac  

Ms. Costello
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Green School Success
‘Think Green, Do Green, Be Green’ is the school’s Green Code. This recently led to the attainment 

of the school’s first green flag. Transition year students over the past two years formed green school 
committees to come up with initiatives to make our school more environmentally friendly.  The first 
green flag for litter and waste acknowledges the dedication and hard work of these committees. 

Indeed each student in the school deserves huge credit in complying with the many projects under-
taken by the green school committees.  From introducing new recycling bins,  to carrying out research 
and surveys on what was required, to delivering a power point presentation and talk to every class in 

the school, making them aware of the 
importance of recycling and having a 
litter-free school.

Many thanks to is also due to Micheál 
O’Coileáin, environmental officer with 
Kerry County Council, who visited 
and inspected the work carried out 
by students and sent a report to An 
Taisce, who awarded the green flag. 
Liam Hurley, the school’s caretaker, 
supported the students tirelessly and 
deserves great credit for his work. Mr 
Bonner, Mrs Harkin, the entire staff and 
the school community are very proud of 
the school’s achievement. Well done to 
all concerned.

CAN BANK: We would also like to 
thank Kerry County Council who have 
provided us with a recycling can bank . 
This is a new addition to our school. And 
each student must now dispose of all 
cans here.

Cross Country  
in January

Concern Fast

This year, yet again, all first year students 
partook in the 24 hour Concern fast. On 
November 21st a guest speaker from the Concern 
headquarters in Dublin met all first year students. 
Tony Leddy informed students of the work carried 
out by Concern and informed students how vital 
their support is. To date over €1,200 has been 
collected from the fast. Well done to all involved! 
By: Ms. O’Brien

First Year geography 

students proudly 

showing their 

projectwork titled 

‘The Sea’
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Das Deutschmobil - Virtual Tour of Germany

The German Department 
was delighted to welcome das 
Deutschmobil, a touring bus spon-
sored by Audi Ireland and the German 
Embassy to our school.  This initiative is 
part of the language campaign German 
Connects and aims to inform students 
about Germany and the German 
language.

Das Deutschmobil arrived on Thursday November 14th to great excitement. 
First Year students were treated to a virtual journey to Germany. They packed 
their “suitcases” learnt about different modes of transport, went shopping and 

admired a large collage of Germany. 
The Leaving Cert. students went on “a 
walking tour” of Berlin and learnt about 
the attractions of this famous city, 
German music and food. 

The students were also reminded 
of the value of choosing German as 
a foreign language.  With a growing 

demand for high levels of language skills from Irish-based and German multina-
tional companies, having German as a foreign language is a key advantage. Such 
language skills will enhance their employment prospects.

The German Department and students thank Miriam Hornauer and Maria 
Beeabaum    for a most enjoyable and informative experience.

Bin It! Road Show

In our school, the Bin It! road show presented their award-winning and 
educational workshop. This road show aims to help students understand 
their personal and social responsibilities to their local environment. One way 
to stop littering is to change behaviour and the Bin It! show aims to do just 
that. First, second and TY students attended and were encouraged to be 
responsible for their own litter in the school. The road show is sponsored 
by the Gum Litter Taskforce and supports the Green Schools programme 
in the school.

Trip to Saint Mary’s of the Angels

On Tuesday the 10th of December, as tradition, the choir and orchestra 
headed over to Saint Mary’s of the Angels for their annual carol service. We 
left at small break and boarded the bus for Beaufort. When we arrived, we 
were met by the residents and the workers who were overjoyed to see us. 
We then got the music equipment set up. When we were ready, the choir 
started singing and the orchestra began to play the festive tunes.  The choir 
sang different Christmas songs like “Walking in the Air” and some old favour-
ites like “Jingle Bells” and “Rudolph the red nosed reindeer”. The children 
really enjoyed the carol service and some even sang along with us. When 
we had finished singing, the children were surprised to meet Santa and were 
delighted to see him. We then settled down to refreshments of soft drinks 
and crisps, before we had to leave and say goodbye to everyone. We then 
went back on the bus and travelled to the Outlet Centre in Killarney where 
we were given an hour to walk around the different shops. We soon left the 
Outlet Centre to be back in time for the buses. Overall the trip to Saint Mary’s 
of the Angels was fun and it was a pleasure as always to share the festive 
spirit with residents and workers alike. This trip could not have gone ahead if 
it wasn’t for the help of Ms. Coyle who has given us so much of her time and 
patience.   By Fionn Corcoran
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Is fíor a rá é gur bhliain gníomhach gasta a bhí againn lán le spórt agus 
spraoi.

Cheiliúramar Seachtain na Gaeilge agus eagraíodh comórtaisí  sna ranganna 
agus sa chlós. B’é an buaicphointe ná an seisiúin ceoil a tharla, míle buíochas 
dos na ceoltóirí agus na rinceoirí. Tharla Lá Glas freisin- lá gan éide scoile.

Arís i mbliana agus an ghrian ag scaoileadh anuas orthu, d’imigh daltaí ón 
gcúigiú bliain siar go nGaeltacht Chorca Dhuibhne, turas laethiúil ag taisteal na 
leathinse, Daingean, Ceann Sléibhe, Trá Com Dhíneol, Baile an Fheirtéaraigh, 
Ionad an Bhlascaoid Mhóir agus an céilí ann, Cill Mhaolcethair  áit inár tharla  
pósadh!

Míle Buíochas do na múinteoirí- Iníon Ní Bhuachalla, Iníon Ní Churráin agus 
Iníon Nic Annraoi a d’eagraigh an turas. Go mbeimid beo ag an am seo arís.

AN GHAEILGE SA SCOIL
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The Junior, Senior & 1st Year girls football teams 
had a good year despite the fact that no silverware 
came our way. In a season that was very short 
due to an absence of a county league, the Juniors 
made great progress as  a team and put on excel-
lent displays against Kenmare, Pres Killarney and 
the ISK. The Seniors had good wins over Colaiste 
Ide and Castleisland Community College early in 
the season. As a result of these two wins Pres 
Miltown, along with Tarbet Comprehensive, quali-
fied through to the Munster Competition without 
having to play each other at regional level. In mid-
November the girls put in 
an amazing performance 
against Presentation 
Mitchelstown to secure 
a place in the Munster 
Semi-finals. In early 
December a strong and 
confident Carrigaline 
Community School 
deprived the Miltown 
girls of a place in the 
finals, but only after a 
superb performance 
from all involved. Our 
1st Year girls had a 
great day-out at the 
annual Munster Blitz last 
week. They had easy 
wins over Scoil Mhuire 

Carrick-on-Suir and Castletroy to progress to 
the semi-finals. Unfortunately Pobalscoil Chorca 
Dhuibhne proved just a little too strong. However, 
based on their performance in Mallow last week 
we are in no doubt that the future of girls football 
at Pres Miltown is extremely bright. 

On behalf of all the players and coaches over 
the past five years we would like to thank and 
pay tribute our 6th Year players who have shown 
such dedication and commitment to girls football 
in the school. Thank you Zeta, Paige, Cassandra, 
Mairead, Donna, Crystal and Katerina. 

Bright Future for Girls Football 
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Éclairs for chairs
On the 27th of September the TY’s joined forces 

with Mrs Costello, planning a bake sale for the Irish 
Wheelchair Organisation. People from all years 
brought in cakes, biscuits and buns that were 
bought or baked, into the Home Economics room 
to be given out to all the students and teachers. 
We made up plates of food in the Home Economics 
room and brought them down to the library 
where all students from 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th year 
collected their food. The leaving certs were down 
in the Home Economics room but it was practically 
the same mayhem as in the library. Every student 
paid €2 towards the cause and we would like to 
thank the students and teachers for their gener-
osity. We would also like to thank Alma’s for their 
very generous donation of over 600 plates and 
cups which we really appreciated. We raised €720 
for the Irish wheelchair organisation and we would 
like to thank Mrs Costello for kindly giving the TY’s 
some of the funds. 

By Clare O’ Leary
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Debating News

On Friday 29th November a thrilling second 
year debate took place in Ms. Costello’s English 
class. Both teams had spent countless hours 
researching, writing their speeches and preparing 
rebuttal on the motion for debate “That teenagers 
should be allowed to drive”. Ryan Sheehan acted 
as chairperson and welcomed all present before 
introducing the motion and wishing everyone 
well. Shane Kennedy, acting as timekeeper and 
demonstrated the bell before the debate began.

Roisin Riordan set the debate in motion, as 
captain for the proposition, and competently 
defined the motion and outlined her team’s argu-
ments before presenting her own topic. Roisin 
had set the standard as Cain Bradley, captain for 
the opposition, took to the floor and outlined his 
team’s definition and arguments. The assembled 
audience knew that all was to play for as Cain 
took his seat and Michéal Griffin outlined his 
belief that speed limiters would safely allow all 
teenagers access to a vehicle. Dan Phelan was not 
to be deterred as he queried the maturity levels 
of all teenagers and whether all were able for the 
challenges of driving. Adam McManus reassured 
the audience that all would gain their licences 
very soon in accordance with Canadian stand-
ards. Hazel Broderick knew when she reached 
the podium that common sense had to prevail. 

She delivered a passionate speech which earned 
her best speaker on the day. Jonathan Kissane 
volunteered at the last minute to take Rosa Van 
Bentham’s place, as Talita O’Sullivan brought him 
up to speed on the particulars of Rosa’s speech. 
Mikaela O’Sullivan was the last speaker for the 
opposition and gave an impressive speech of the 
dire consequences of having too much responsi-
bility too soon. As both captains delivered their 
final summation, it was impossible to know who 
would be the victor.

Ryan thanked all debaters for their work 
and opened the debate to the floor. Niamh 
MacSweeney, who has represented the school 
in the Concern debates, acted as adjudicator 
along with their class teacher Ms. Costello. Niamh 
spoke words of encouragement to all students 
who were prepared to stand up for their beliefs 
and urged all speakers to continue their interest 
in debating. Now a silence had descended, as all 
waited with bated breath to hear the verdict. The 
motion had been defeated, the opposition were 
on the winning side that afternoon. As speakers 
shook hands and congratulated each other on a 
great achievement, already they were wondering 
when the opportunity would present itself for a 
rematch ….

Ms. Costello

Poetry Aloud Success

Eoin Griffin (1st year) and Gabriel Galway (5th 
year) participated in the Poetry Aloud national 
poetry speaking competition 2013 semi-finals 
in the National Library of Ireland on Friday, 22 
November.   Poetry Aloud is the annual poetry 
speaking competition organised by the National 

Library and Poetry Ireland.   Seamus Heaney, a 
patron of the competition, cited the extraordinary 
way in which the competition seeks to celebrate 
the joy of speaking and listening to poetry as well 
as the fact that there is a strong North/South 
dimension to the competition.  The students won 
their initial heats in the regional final in Killarney 
in October ensuring their places in the semi-final.  
In the semi-final, participants were required to 
speak a prescribed poem and a chosen poem.   
Both students gave exceptional performances, 
and Eoin Griffin from Castlemaine went through 
to the finals.  

Eoin performed ‘Mornsong’ by Dennis 
O’Driscoll and ‘Pangur Bán’, an anonymous poem 
translated from the Gaelic by Robin Flower, in the 
final in December in the National Library. He was 
presented with a certificate of achievement and a 
selection of signed poetry books. Congratulations 
Eoin! 

Milltown students portray 
the power of speech

Throughout the beginning of this year our 
school has been involved in a Public Speaking 
competition. The annual competition is organ-
ised and promoted by “Mental Health Ireland”. 
The co-ordinator for the event in our school was 
teacher, Ms Kennifick. 

She first brought the idea of public speaking to 
the minds of Transition year and 5th year students, 
as early as October and from there those with an 
interest took part in the project. Our school had 
three speakers and each speaker had a team of 
researches. Each speaker and team had a topic 
on mental health to explore and develop a speech 
from that research. The first two consecutive 
rounds of the competition were held in Killorglin 
and the school successfully reached the regional 
finals in Adare. 

At this point, it was clear that the teams and 
their speakers were dedicated and worked 
immensely on the project. Unfortunately, when it 
came to regional final day “third time lucky” had 
failed us as the school was defeated and knocked 
out of the competition. In my opinion, taking part 
in this project was very enjoyable and has proved 
to be a great learning experience. As a speaker in 
this project, I have developed the ability and confi-
dence to address an audience. 

I have also become informed of the universal 
topic mental health through our research and visit 
to Mental Health Day in Killarney’s Malton Hotel 
during October 2013. Areas of mental health that 
we focused on were mental illness, stigma, pres-
sures facing young people, and most importantly 
creating positive changes in our lives to coun-
teract mental illness. 

Mental illness is something that touches most 
of our lives but just remember “If you can’t stop 
the waves, you can learn how to surf them” I 
would like to commend and acknowledge the 
following for their dedication and enthusiasm for 
this project: 

• Ms. Kennifick (organiser and mentor), 
• Aileen O’Mahony, Sarah Costello and Sarah 

Sayers (speakers) 
• Siobhan Ladden (substitute speaker and 

researcher) 
• Claire Riordan, Shannon Campbell, Freys 

Grimme, Sinead Van Bladel, Paula Kleversat 
and Fionn Corcoran (researchers)
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French Theatre for Schools

On the 13th of January, the “French Theatre for Schools” group came 
to Miltown. This group of French actors travel around the country visiting 
schools. Students have the opportunity to immerse themselves in the French 
language and culture. The week before the show both senior cycle and junior 
cycle students got a ‘lexique’ and a script of the two shows. Students had 
to practice, learn their lines, costumes were organised and the show was 
finally performed. It was a fun and interactive show where actors randomly 
pulled students in stage to join them. Overall, the performance was ‘super’ 
and ‘fantastique’ as the entire show was in French. I can’t wait for next years 
production. Au revoir, Fionn Corcoran. 

Film maker in Residence

The Film maker in Residence program led by Kerry County Council and 
supported by the Arts Council continues to be a tremendous support to 
emerging film makers across the county. The Residency provides mentoring 
for established and emerging film makers. Importantly, the Film maker in 
Residence imparts both technical and creative skills to all participants. The 
focus of the residency is for young people aged 14-21.

Michael Kelly has brought a wealth of knowledge and experience to the 
residency and was delighted to have secured the position. Michael’s own 
career includes shooting and directing a number of award winning docu-
mentaries and short films and music videos for various artists including Lisa 
Hannigan and The Rubberbandits.

Michael Kelly came to our T.Y. class every Monday for three classes for 
a period of about eight weeks and every day we filmed small clips of our 
mockumentary. Throughout our time with Michael we learned about all the 
many aspects of film and film making, including camera work, lighting and 
sound. It was a very interesting few weeks as we filmed our mockumentary 
ourselves and learned many things we may not have gotten the opportunity 
to experience without this program.

We all gathered in St John’s Arts Centre, Listowel on the 28th of April with 
five other schools, where Michael showcased the films he produced during 
his residency.  It was great to see all the other schools’ films.

 We speak for all the Transition Years when we say that we thoroughly 
enjoyed Michael’s residency and would like to thank him for all his time and 
dedication.

Paired Reading

All the Transition Years took part in a paired reading/“literacy lift” programme 
from October to May. This is the second year of this very successful co-opera-
tion between the primary and secondary schools in the village. Every Friday after 
lunch, we made our way up to the Nagle Rice primary school, to the second class 
students and we helped them to improve their reading. Everyone was paired 
with a child to work with for each term. As the programme progressed, each 
child got more confident with their reading and they were able to read more 
advanced books than they could at the start and it was also a good experience 
for the Transition Years, as we gained experience working with the children. As 
the weeks went on, we developed a bond with the students. In the future, we 
hope to bring the second class students over to the secondary school and teach 
them some I.T. skills. Overall, we really enjoyed the reading programme and we 
hope that they did too. We would like to thank Mr. Fell, the principal and Mrs. 
O’Connor for giving us the opportunity to participate in such an important and 
fulfilling programme.

Ready Steady Ref!! 
On Tuesday the 11th of February two TY students, Chris Rogers and David 

Roche were invited to referee a primary school blitz in the local Milltown 
pitch. They were asked by the Nagle Rice principal Mr Fell to participate 
and help out as he wanted the students to experience refereeing matches 
as both students are very involved in football. Each student refereed two 
matches each. Both students were proud of their refereeing skills, although 
they received the occasional roar from both side-lines and players with the 
excitement of it all.

Our very successful referees were once again asked to embark on the 
long road to Farranfore where another primary school blitz took place. Both 
students really enjoyed the day and learned a lot “It was a great experience, 
something I hope to do a lot more of in the future” said Chris Rogers “I had 
a really fun time and finally learned that the referees have a tough time too!” 
commented David Roche. It was a great learning experience for the students 
and they definitely enjoyed the outings. This was the second consecutive 
year that TY students are involved in refereeing primary school games and 
hopefully it will continue long into the future. 

TY trip to Dairymaster
On Monday the 21st of October Transition year students went on a visit 

out to Dairymaster in Causeway. We got to see all the possible job opportuni-
ties on offer at Dairymaster as well as all the amazing new agri technologies 
that they are developing such as the Moo Monitor. It was a valuable insight 
into software, design and Computer Aided Manufacturing. We never realised 
the farming industry could be so automated. It was a valuable and enjoyable 
day out.

14



Public Access to Law

Public Access to Law is a programme available 
to Transition Year students to inform them about 
the law and the judiciary system work in Ireland. In 
February, we received a visit from Ronan Mugan 
BL, a barrister who works with Public Access to 
Law programme. Ronan spent the school day 
familiarising us with all the necessary information 
we needed to complete a trial. At the end of this 
day, we set up a mock murder trial complete with 
barristers, solicitors, witnesses and a jury.  

Of course the whole day was leading up to the 
National Mock trial competition on Saturday April 
5th in the Criminal Courts of Justice, Dublin. This 
was a real privilege for all the students involved, as 
we got the chance to represent the school in this 
modern building, which is a symbol of integrity 
and honour to anyone who sees it. We attended 
the opening ceremony which was presided over 
by Vincent P. Martin, the organiser and even Mr. 

Justice Paul Carney spoke to all present offering 
words of wisdom. We didn’t really know what to 
expect, but we felt prepared so no one was too 
nervous.

 There were 28 schools competing from 
all around the country, with the winners of 
previous years there too. Our jury settled down 
in court room 12 and our barristers, solicitors and 
witnesses took their seats in court room 20 for the 

day. The barristers did the school proud presenting 
excellent opening and closing speeches and 
clever cross examination challenging the oppo-
sition. We held our ground against every single 
school we came face to face with. It was a thrilling 
experience. Many of the students involved in the 
day have been inspired to follow a future path to a 
career in law. Well Done.

Bumbleance
“So every journey should be special when you have only got this much time 

on earth.” Tony Heffernan.
TY students were visited by the world’s first ambulance for kids. Through 

their charity, the Saoirse Foundation, Tony and Mary Heffernan developed 
the Bumbleance after their daughter died in an ambulance. In May, the 
couple also lost their son, Liam, to Battens Disease. The on board multi-
media system includes a 19-inch LED TV, iPad mini, Sony playstation, Nabi 
games tablet as well as a full library of films, e-books and music. Having 
made several trips from the Dingle peninsula to Temple Street children’s 
hospital and back, the couple wanted to create a child-friendly ambulance to 
help seriously ill children and their families.

Outside the ambulance is designed to look like a bumble bee, and on 
the inside there is mood lighting to help calm the child, as well as colourful 
imagery and writing with large fonts.

All medical equipment is hidden and from their stretcher the child can 
control the on board multimedia system, which includes a 19-inch LED TV, 
iPad mini, Sony playstation, Nabi games tablet as well as a full library of films, 
e-books and music.

On board WiFi also allows for internet browsing, social media engage-
ment and Skype calls. The Bumbleance can also be GPS tracked through 
their website and members of the public will also be able to tweet or send 
messages to the child, who will receive a certificate for completing the trip.

Although the Bumbleance is fully equipped to do so it will not be used 
for emergency services. Its main function will be to transport children with 

a long-term serious or life threatening illnesses between their home and 
hospital. It is expecting to transport up to 40 children per month in the 
vehicle.

The Bumbleance cost less than €200,000 to develop and at least a further 
€150,000 will be required to run it on an annual basis. Although the project 
has been welcomed by the Government it has received no state funding.

Mr Heffernan said he is hoping to have five Bumbleances  running by 2015, 
one for each province in the country and another based in Dublin.

Students at Presentation Secondary School Miltown have been involved in 
fundraising for the Bee for Battens charity over the years.
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TY Tour to Poland

On the 25th of March, in the early morning 
hours, this year’s TY class left Milltown and 
headed for the beautiful city of Krakow in Poland. 
As we waved goodbye to our teary parents, we 
endured a long trip up to Dublin airport. The flight 
was two and a half hours long but it seemed much 
shorter. We arrived in Katowice Airport where we 
met our coach and driver which brought us to 
the Hotel Apis. We were given an hour to relax 
and unpack before our evening of culture in the 
Bohema restaurant, in the centre of Krakow. A 
super night was had by all!

Day 2 started with a tour of the city, we 
explored Wawel Hill, the old town square and two 
stunning cathedrals. After lunch we took a tour of 
the Jewish Quarter, where we endured the harsh 
truth of this country’s history. We then went to 
Schindler’s Factory where we learnt all about 
Oskar Schindler and what he did for the Jews. 
After dinner, we departed for bowling where we 
had a great evening out. 

Day 3 began with a trip to Auschwitz. This 
heart breaking tour lasted two hours, it was a 
memorable experience and definitely one of the 
highlights of the tour. It was surreal feeling to be 
in a place where such unspeakable and inhuman 
activities took place.  After a short break between 
tours we took a five minute bus trip to Birkenau 
Concentration Camp. Here we saw the original 

gas chambers and crematoriums which was very 
sad and definitely an eye opener. Once we arrived 
back to the hotel we gathered our swim gear and 
headed off to Park Wodny Aqua Park, we had 
great fun here on the slides and in the pool. 

The next morning we packed our suitcases, 
loaded them onto the bus and made our way 
to Wieliczka Salt mines. The salt mines were 
amazing. The history of the mine, craftsman-
ship of the sculptures and beautiful rock salt 
chandeliers were a wonder to behold.  When we 

were finished here we departed to shop and eat 
in Krakow’s biggest shopping centre – Galeria 
Krakowska. At 18:00 we arrived at Krakow airport 
and after a short wait we boarded our Ryanair 
flight back to Dublin.

Our trip to Krakow was really enjoyable-defi-
nitely a highlight of our year in TY. We would like to 
thank Ms. Barrett, Ms. Costello and Mr. O’Sullivan 
for organising a great tour.

School Bank
The Bank of Ireland school bank began in 

October 2013. Six transition year students were 
selected from interviews: Niamh Murphy, Erin 
Kehoe, Aoife MacSweeney, Emma Boyle, Gemma 
Teahan and David Roche. They were responsible, 
with the help of Conor, Killian and Nora Anne from 
Bank of Ireland, for the running of the school bank. 
Conor and Killian came in every Friday during 
lunchtime. Students were encouraged to open 
student bank accounts and save weekly. We had 
the opportunity to operate our own bank and to 
see what it’s like to work in the financial sector. 
The school opened over 40 accounts. There will 
be an end of year raffle to include everyone who 
opened accounts for an iPad mini. School bank 
leaders were given free tickets to the Munster 
vs Zebre match in Musgrave Park. They were 
lucky enough to meet the team and get some 
photos with Simon Zeebo, Peter O’Mahony and 
Donnacha O’Callaghan. 

Surf’s Up!
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The sports day for first year students is an 
annual event, each year organised by Transition 
Year students and Ms Quinn.

The sports day is a culmination of everything 
that the first years have learned throughout the 
year in their P.E classes and something that both 
First and Transition years alike, look forward to. 
This year’s sports day was held on Friday April 11th 
and was a resounding success once again; every 

student took part in at least one event which 
ranged from soccer to cross country to basketball 
to tennis and spike ball.

Students were encouraged to support their 
teams when they themselves were not playing, 
by cheering them on and making banners. 

The overall winner was 1G, but a hearty congrat-
ulations is due to all who helped to organise and 
took part in the day.

TY SPORTS DAY TY Trip to 

Killary
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CUISLE Young Poet of the Year Competition

The Cuisle Young Poet of the year competition 
is part of the Cuisle Limerick City International 
Poetry Festival that takes place every year from 
the 23rd to the 26th of October and this year 

myself and my classmate, Ailish Coffey were very 
lucky to be winners in our category in this poetry 
competition. On the 26th of October, I travelled 
up to the Belltable Arts Centre in Limerick City, 
where the awards ceremony was held. I read out 
my poem to the audience and I received a trophy 
and a certificate for my poem. Ava Wilkins.

My poem, “Baby Shoes”, was in Category 3 
(under 18), and was awarded first prize. 

Ailish’s poem, “Smile” was highly commended 
in the category.

This is Ailish Coffey’s poem that was highly 
recommended at the Cuisle poetry competition.

SMILE 
If at times you feel you want to cry. 
And life seems such a trial. 
Above the clouds there’s a bright blue sky  
So make your tears a smile.  
 
As you travel on life’s way  
With its many ups and downs  
Remember it’s quite true to say  
One smile is worth a dozen frowns.  
 
Among the world’s expensive things  
A smile is very cheap  
And when you give a smile away,  
You get one back to keep.  
 
Happiness comes at times to all  
But sadness comes unbidden  
And sometimes a few tears must fall  
Among the laughter hidden.  
 
So when friends have sadness on their face  
And troubles round them piled  
The world will seem a better place  
And all because you smiled. 

This is Ava Wilkins’ poem that won joint 1st 
place in the Cuisle poetry competition .

BABY SHOES
He hung his head, he dropped his face,
She cried her eyes out on the hospital bed,
The nurse left and said she would leave them ‘space’,
And these thoughts went running through their head:

What will we do?
What will we say?
They thought it over through and through,
But none of it mattered anyway.

When Winter came,
And everybody was torn,
The advert claimed:
Baby shoes; for sale, never worn.

Student Council
The Student Council is elected annually. Every 

student from 2nd to 6th year has a vote. This 
year the members elected were- Gabriel Galway, 
Bláithín Murphy, Sarah Osterloh, Micheal O Reilly, 
Niamh Ladden, Rí Galway, Hazel Broderick, Niall 
Sertutxa, Clodagh Foley and Ronan O Shea.

The Student Council is primarily involved in 
fundraising and highlighting student issues. One 
of the highlights this year was welcoming the 
Minister of Education and Skills Mr Ruairi Quinn to 
Pres Miltown to turn the sod on our new school 
project.

We were also involved in the Donal Walsh 
Foundation- Live Life-when we held a non- 
uniform day and raised €500 approx. Two more 
non-uniform days were organised to raise funds 
for new lockers for students. The KDYS came to 
talk to students about careers also. Overall, the 
year was a very enjoyable and positive experience.

Bláithín Murphy.

TY and 5th Year ice 
skating trip

On Monday the 9th of December first thing the 
transition and fifth years set off to cork, to go ice-
skating. We arrived to the rink and got our skates 
on ready to tackle the slippery, icy rink. Though at 
first it took getting used to eventually everyone 
got the hang of it and we were all gliding along the 
ice like pros! After we finished skating we went to 
Mahon Point for a bite to eat and a spot of shop-
ping. Overall it was an unforgettable experience 
everyone had fun!

Agricultural Science Report
A busy year was had by the 5th year and 6th 

year ag.science students.  In September we had 
a wonderful trip to the National ploughing cham-
pionships where the new 5th years got an insight 
into Agriculture at the annual farming carnival 
in Laois.  In March both 5 th year and 6th year 
students were treated to a trip to the Agricultural 
college in Clonakilty which was of huge benefit 
in helping them to finalise their Leaving Cert 
projects.

The 5th years are presently tidying up their 
garden plots for the summer. A variety of 
Vegetables are being grown and the standard of 
horticulture is very high indeed.  Of course compe-
tition between Mr. Maguire and Mr. Mckenna’s 
classes for the title of best plot is as intense as 
ever.  An external examiner will be viewing the 
gardens in June before the final decision is made.  
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Science Quiz

In April at the IT Tralee, 28 teams from around the county took part in the annual Science Quiz 
organised by the Kerry Science Teachers Association. Pres Miltown finished in 3rd place. Our team was- 
Isabella Stein, Matthias Fischer, Cathal Foley and Niamh Ladden . Questions were science based and 
general knowledge. It was a very enjoyable night. Thanks to our teachers Ms.Sealy and Mr O Sullivan.
 Niamh Ladden

Way back in December, we heard about a film 
competition in aid of the Donal Walsh Live Life 
Foundation. This was the first year of the compe-
tition and the theme was “Live Life”, which was 
open to a myriad of interpretations. We brain-
stormed all the possibilities until we finally settled 
on an idea. We felt the best possible way we could 
portray this campaign was by simply showing 
ourselves living life to the full. We did this by 
filming ourselves doing fun, unusual and exciting 
things that we wouldn’t do everyday. We made 
potassium fireworks, popping glitter balloons and 
even pied fellow classmates in the face!

We filmed and edited our film, eventually 
uploading it to YouTube. With over 600 views 
and counting, we are extremely pleased with 
our work.  The day we spent at the IT Tralee was 
extremely enjoyable meeting celebrities such as 
Connor Murray, Diana Bunici and dancing and 
singing throughout the day.  We started this 
project to spread Donal Walsh’s message of living 
life. Donal Walsh appreciated the life he was given, 
even though it was shorter than he deserved. 
Donal was a major anti-suicide campaigner. He 
pleaded with teens everywhere, to cherish the 
life that they’re given, to live their life to the full, 
and to let them know, that suicide is never the 
answer to life’s challenges. This entire project was 

unforgettable and we would encourage future 
budding film makers to enter the competition 
next year.

“So I’d say to someone who is standing there in 
a room where they feel there are no windows and 
no doors, just black. I would say take time, a door 
will open, someone will be at that door. You can 
go to the door as well, anyone can find their own 
door out – they just have to ask.”- Donal Walsh. 

By Ashling O’Neill  
and Sinead Van Bladel   

Review of Westside Story
Westside Story took place in the Bord Gáis 

Energy Theatre on Wednesday 6th November. It 
is based on William Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’. The two opposing families, the Montagues 
and the Capulet, are transformed into the Sharks 
and the Jets, two rival gangs in New York.

There was a backdrop screen at the back of the 
stage with mainly pictures of the streets of New 
York. Both sides of the stage had the fire escapes 
and balconies of street apartments which moved 
in and out to create different settings.

The orchestra was seated in the orchestra pit, 
under the stage. They set the mood with their 
amazing playing. The two lead voices were the 
characters of Maria and Tony. They had fantastic 
solo voices. The standard of dancing was very 
high. Each dance performed by the Sharks or Jets 
was choreographed very well. 

The families costumes co-ordinated throughout 
the musical. Shark suits were colourful and the 
jackets were the same colour as their trousers. 
The Jets jackets were shiny material and the girls 
had matching dresses. 

My favourite songs from the musical are 
‘America’, sung by the Puertorican girls, ‘Cool’, 
sung by the Sharks and ‘Somewhere’, where 
everyone was dressed in white like a dream! I 
really enjoyed my day!   By: Nicola Giles 2H

The Ploughing 
Championships

In the early hours of 24th of September we 
assembled at the school car park and boarded a  
bus to head to the ploughing at 6:30. We got stuck 
in traffic on the motorway near the ploughing. We 
arrived in Laois at 10:00 where Mr Maguire and Mr 
McKenna gave us our instructions to meet back at 
the purple pig car-park at 3:45! 

We headed off for a day of fun and adventures. 
First we got on the back of the tractor to go to the 
ploughing. And got to savour what it was all about. 
There were loads of stalls and animals and there 

was a funfair near the ploughing. We had from 
10:30 until 4 to look around. We went to some of 
the stalls and got free stuff. There were around 80 
thousand people there on the day. At 4:30 we had 
to go back to the bus and leave the ploughing. We 
had an hour drive and then we stopped off at Mac 
Donald’s and we had 30 minutes there to rest and 
eat and to head back on the bus for our journey 
home. 

We arrived back to Milltown at 9:30 and headed 
straight to bed. We would like to thank Mr Maguire 
and Mr McKenna for a great day out and hope 
there is more days to come.  

By Joseph Murphy

Live Life!

Spring Cleaning
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First Year students with Ms.Costello 
making the traditional St.Brigid’s Cross

Music students attend a recital in Limerick

Niamh MacSweeney, U-18 winner at Listowel 
Writers Week in the Creative Writing category. 
Niamh’s entry was entitled Childhood Memories.

Writers Week Winner

GRANDPARENTS DAY

Congratulations to Eoin O Brien & Tomás Hayes 
who were identified by the State Examinations 
Commission (SEC) as high achievers in 
Mathematics in the 2013 Junior Certificate 
Examination. They were invited to participate in 
the 2013 Irish Beaver Computing Contest. In 2012, 
over 525,000 students from 21 countries were 
involved, 2013 was the first time Ireland took part 
in the competition. This is a great honour for both 
Eoin and Tomás to be invited to enter such a pres-
tigious contest.

Based on his outstanding result in his Junior 
Certificate mathematics examination, Tomás 
Hayes was invited to take part in the Maths 
Olympiad. Only 1% of students in Ireland are 
chosen for this competition and have the oppor-
tunity to study mathematics in our universities at 
this early stage in their careers. Congratulations to 
Tomás on his fantastic result.  Ms.Sealy

Maths achievements

The John West 
Fantasy Writing 

Competition 2013

Students were asked to write a short story in 
the fantasy and science fiction genre with the 
theme ‘A Wild Adventure’. 21 students were 
selected and 3 of our students are in that group. 
Liam Stein was the overall winner nationwide in 
the Senior Student category. He’s short story was 
titled “Chases in the Sky”.

Congrats to Liam, Claire and Zach and their 
English teacher, Ms. Costello. 
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Transition Year Show 2014

The Transition year students organised a 
TY show for both Transition and First years on 
Thursday the 6th of March. This gave each of the 
Transition and first year students an opportunity 
to be on stage and showcase their talents. The 
show began at 7.30pm and the concert consisted 
of 4 First year plays, a TY song, play and individual 
and group performances.

The first half of the show consisted of the 
four First Year plays, “Erasmus” by class group 
1K, which was a very entertaining and informa-
tive piece all about exchange students and their 
unique experience of the Irish education system. 
“The Alternate Trainer” by the 1R class, which was 
not the Miss America Beauty Pageant, but a hilar-
ious performance about an alternate approach to 
football training. “Milltown Mart Makeover” by the 
1G class was a fantastic play about how Milltown 
Mart was transformed with the help of a certain 
feminist with a shocking romantic twist at the 
end. “Craggy Island’s Got Talent” by the 1H class 
showcased a wealth of talent within the class 
group brilliantly.

In between each of these plays, there were solo 
performances by members of the TY class; “The 
Path” a stunning and thought-provoking poem 
read by Cloadgh Foley; “Brave” sang beautifully 
by Sinead Van Bladel, and “Say Something” sang 
wonderfully by Sarah Redmond.

Also, there were Ms. Coyle’s first year music 
group performing “Summer Nights” from Grease.

The second half of the concert began with 
the entire Transition Year class singing “We can’t 
Stop” accapella. Next was “The Cupsong” - As 
Gaeilge, “I See Fire” by Ronan O’ Shea and an 
excellent Trad group with Irish dancing. After the 
raffle results were announced, the grand finale 
was our Transition Year play “Cinderella”. Even 
though we were very nervous at first, we grew 
into the spirit of the concert and we were all very 
excited. The audience showed their true apprecia-
tion of our efforts through tremendous laughter 
and applause. 

Overall, the concert was a great success and 
our TY show “Cinderella” received great feedback 
and I thought that the acting in the show was 
10/10. 

I hope that the TY concert will keep running on 
as an annual event and I hope that the TY’s and 
the first years to come, will get to enjoy this expe-
rience in the future. The TY show is extremely fun 
and it’s great to all have a chance to act, sing, and 
dance. Also, I hope the TY show will stay on the 
Transition Year calendar and curriculum for many 
years to come.

  

   

Gabriel Galway: 
A Winner in the 
Munster Final of 
the Mental Health 
Art Competition, 
“Keep your face in 
the sunshine and 
you cannot see the 
shadow”

Art’s 
Competition 

Winner
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ART trip to Pauline Bewick Exhibition

On a dreary day in Jan, the Leaving Certificate 
art students headed off for an explosion of colour 
and forms to the permanent Pauline Bewick exhi-
bition located right on our doorstep in Killorglin 
town centre….and it’s free!!!. “The Seven Ages 
collection” is one of Kerry’s most exciting and 
cultural treasures. It’s an unique exhibition as 
no other artist has the range and depth of work 

which explores 7 decades(hint to the title) of both 
as an artist and a woman’s life.

On turning 70, in 2005, Pauline Bewick gener-
ously donated her master collection to the state 
in which the then President “Mary McAleese 
described as “One of the loveliest acts of gener-
osity ever given to our nation”

There is work to appeal to all tastes, work 
ranging from small sketches at the age of 2nd 
a half on a  Kerry farm in the 1930’s to the huge 
pieces she paints currently in this same county. 
Works crossing the Continents, from Italy, Paris, 
London to the South Pacific. From collages of 
dental equipment representing a dentist, beau-
tiful pen and ink of Luke Kelly to the iconic Puck 
Fair there’s work to engage all audiences.

So to all you budding artists- instead of just 
using Facebook, start drawing and painting your 
experiences, make your own visual diary of your 
life, emotions and experiences….You never know, 
one day that drawing that held pride of place on 
the fridge door when you were 2 & 3 might have a 
renaissance in your life’s sketchpad.

Astellas Calendar

Astellas Calendar Winners

Noreen O’Sullivan

Triona Clifford

Lucy Barrett
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A bitter-sw
eet feeling perm

eates m
y thoughts as the final w

ords of our 
adventure here in M

illtow
n are w

ritten. As w
e place this era of our lives 

on a shelf, one cannot help but feel excited for the adventures that aw
ait, 

yearning to be w
ritten. H

ow
ever, the sea of possibilities that lies before us 

can also seem
 daunting. W

ho know
s w

here w
e w

ill find ourselves this tim
e 

next year? H
ow

ever, I think that it is vital that w
e look to the future w

ith 
eyes filled w

ith optim
ism

. G
one w

ill be the days w
here w

e m
oved to the 

sound of a bell. I urge you to use this new
 independence and view

 it as an 
opportunity, a chance to excel in the w

orld. 

As w
e delve into our treasure chest of m

em
ories from

 our tim
e here 

in M
illtow

n, I w
ant us to pause for a m

om
ent and reflect. W

hat w
as your 

favourite chapter? W
hat m

em
ories w

ill you hold m
ost dearly? D

o you find 
yourself venturing back to the golden days of First Year? A tim

e w
here 

our uniform
s w

ere spick and span and our school bags w
ere bigger than 

ourselves. O
r instead, the hectic school tours of Second Year as a sea of 

students invaded both Barcelona and Am
sterdam

. M
aybe it w

as Third 
Year, as w

e got our first taste of study, a concept that has consum
ed our 

thoughts for the past year? For those w
ho did Transition Year, our num

erous 
expeditions: surfing, YEP, Italy, Blue D

ay, The Variety Show
, the list goes on. 

O
ur stories m

erged together as w
e entered Fifth Year and new

 adven -
tures w

ere w
ritten: ice-skating and The Ploughing Cham

pionships to nam
e 

but a few
. Looking back over the various chapters, the idea of the dreaded 

Leaving Cert ceased to exist as w
e entered the gates of the school for the 

first tim
e. And yet here w

e are, ready to finish our stories. Sixth Year has 
been a w

hirlw
ind of em

otion but w
e have braced the storm

 together and 
survived. Yes, the Leaving Cert is certainly scary, but rather than view

ing 
it as a test; think of it as a chance to excel. Learn from

 all our w
onderful 

adventures that w
e have em

barked on together. Look forw
ard to the 

exciting future that aw
aits. 

As w
e grow

 older, life w
ill infect us w

ith either optim
ism

 or pessim
ism

, 
the choice m

y friends, is ours. 

By N
iam

h M
acSw

eeney
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