
 

13th November 2012 

 

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s) 

We would first like to thank you for your support over the past year in relation to the guidance cuts 

in our schools in particular those of you that attended our meetings last year in the Presentation 

Secondary School and in the Brandon Hotel. Unfortunately the guidance cuts are only beginning to 

take effect now that students are settled back into the school year and with the onset of the CAO 

season. In our press release in May we outlined what the situation was likely to be in September in 

Kerry schools in relation to how many hours would be lost to guidance. The reality in September was 

even worse than we anticipated. The guidance service has been effected in every secondary school 

in Kerry and in some schools it has been almost completely depleted. This means that all students 

are not getting “access to appropriate guidance” as is their statutory right under the Education Act.  

Despite a hard fought campaign to publicise the issue, there is no sign of a row back on the part of 

Minister Quinn and with the budget looming, he is likely to come after education with even more 

vigour than last year. Whatever guidance is being currently provided is under serious threat unless 

parents voice their anger to the minister.  

As part of our ongoing campaign to raise awareness about the issue and the impact that it has for 

your son(s) / daughter(s) we would like to invite you to an information evening at the Brandon Hotel 

on Tuesday 20th November at 7pm. There will be 2 information sessions on the night on the HEAR 

(Higher Education Access Route) and DARE (Disability Access Route to Education) programmes 

currently available to second level students. You can find out more about these programmes at the 

website: www.accesscollege.ie to find out if they are relevant to you. 

A representative from the Kerry Institute of Guidance Counsellors along with Don Myers – President 

of the National Parents Council will speak at 8.00pm to give a brief outline of the implications of the 

guidance cuts for your children and what parents can do to make sure that these services are 

reinstated within schools. 

We look forward to meeting with you on the night, 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

_________________      ____________________ 

Brendan Ni Loinsigh      Don Myers 

Chairperson Kerry Institute of Guidance Counsellors  President National Parents Council 

 

http://www.accesscollege.ie/

